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INTRODUCTION 


Sony for the late appearance of this edition of LANTERN but I forgot 
to take into account the Easter holiday and the fact that most small firms 
.qlo^e for an extended weeks holiday oyer this period. This included our pri¬ 
nters and I was too late getting the stuff to them before they closed down 
for the holidays. 

Unfortunately, from this edition of LANTERN we have been forced to in¬ 
crease. the yearly subscription rates. Not, I hasten to add, the price of the 
magazine but only the costs of postage which soared incredibly in the last 6 
months (as you have no doubt noticed). As from the edition the cost of one 
years subscription (4 issues) will be £1,20, Sorry about that, but if things 
continue the way they are it will soon cost more to post- LANTERN than it does 
to print itI . 

* In this issue we have tried to introduce a ’breath of Spring’ into the 
contents with articles on May Day customs and folklore. Unfortunately, due to 
personal reasons Mike Burgess has not been able to produce No.2 in his series 
of articles on ‘Local Ley Lines*; with a bit of luck they will be appearing in 
the next issue.Of LANTERN. ...... r , ....... . ... . 

During February and march members of the BSIG were involved in the mak¬ 
ing of a couple of TV programmes concerning the ’unexplained’ in East Anglia. 
On Sunday, February 17 members of BSIG’s UFO research section vent 6o Harston 
near Cambridge to take part in the filming of a programme about the recent 
wave of UFO sightings there (See Page II of this LANTERN for a fuller report 
on the reports). And on March 16 your editor took part in the filming of a 
programme on vd-tchcraft in East Anglia at Framlinglam and other locations in 
Suffolk. Both of the programmes were done By BB0 Bast and should be screened 
at the end of April/beginning of May. 

Nigel Pennic$: of the Institute of Geomantic Research has asked me to 
disclaim authorship of the material on the ’Castle Acre Diamond’ that appears 
under his name in Shirley Toulson’s book ’EAST ANGLIA - Walking the Ley Lines 
and Ancient Tracks’. He has never claimed credit for this research of this 
feature which was original undertaken and published in LANTERN by Ron Hill of 
Shetford, Finally, Nigel tells me that the IGR will be holding their annual 
symposium at Cambridge on Saturday, May I7th. Further details of venue, time 

etc., can be obtained from.Nigel at 142 Pheasant Rise, Bar Hill, Combs. J ‘ 

r i . Ivan Bunn 

• U-./rq j , : j, , . . • .: ' Editor. 
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FROM: ’THE-DAILY NEWS’, April I2th I890.. ! ..r n At an inquest held at Fressing- 
' field (Suffolk) on Thursday by Mr.C .W.Chaston on the body of a child, named 
Hammond, aged II weeks, daughter of a iabourer,* thefather and mother stated 
that they believed the death of the child was due to the witchcraft of the 
Child’s stefugrandmother. This woman died a few hours before the child, and 
stated that the child would not live long after her. The child was taken 
out in a perambulator and the father stated that hesaw smoke issue from the 
perambulator, and that the child died upon being takan home, the mother 
stating that it was hot and smelt of brimstone. The medical evidence went 

cont on 
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' MJQLLNIR.' ,...available from, and published by Torsdag Publications, 2 
Clifford House, Portland Street, Hereford. 35p per issue 
(inc. p & p) 


ooooooooooooooooo REVIEW ooooooooooooooooooo 

o 
o 
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I had intended, but failed, to produce a review of this newmag when it fir-° 
st came out, in the Spring of last year, so I T 11 try to ifiake amends now if I Q 
can. 'MTOLLNIR' is unusual in many way; it appears irregularly^ so no subs¬ 
cription is available; it has no consistent size, price or subject-matter. 

But for all that, MJOLLNIR' is a damn good magazine of folklore and earth 
mysteries, under the able editorship of Clive Harper* Both Nos I and 2 con¬ 
centrate on the Welsh marcher lands. No. I includes articles on Cheshire 
vitchtrials; Watkins 1 Hereford church ley; Nixon the Cheshire prophet and 


numerous notes and oddme 


No.2 contains' r A NewJ^domsday Book * 

Q ., re print )^_„.in old haunted house in Hereford; Herefordshire trackways; a I9o$ 
0 paper on 'The Sacred Stones of Hay'; more on the Hereford church ley; re 
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S views; and a notes and queries section. A delightfully-varied selection in 
each, that bodes well for future issues (whenever they appear1) 
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fOLtaom Of the 


^Ct is. nibt -wise to be pedantic in 
the relation of folklore and supersti¬ 
tion to specific localities. For the 
. most part (in Northern Europe anyway) 
folk.belifs of the same or similar na¬ 
ture, are ubiquitous. Though it. may well 
be that particular example is collect¬ 
ed form a certain area and, thereby fcsx 
finds itself enshrined in the dusty ( 

tomes of some pedagogues library. Henceforth becoming THE cited example of that 
piece of folklore. . 

All this is rather a lengthy preamble to this peice about the Hawthorn. 
•Many of^the examples quoted here I did not glean from local sources, though it 
is mu opinion they would have been known, either wholly or partly, at a local 
level, even if now they have been forgotten. 


ft A.HAXEU 


The HAWTHORN, often known as MAY (Crataegus oxyacantha), ha$ been vener¬ 
ated in folklore as a symbol of the conquest of dark winter and 'old night' 
by the return of the green and Spring. Thus it was used as a wreath for the 
May King or 'lack in the Green' in bucolic celebrations. The origins of this 
practise must be very ancient indeed as the May King is in fact.the stylised 
representation of the well-known pagan homed god known by a variety of names, 

. Cemunnos being but one* In fact the maypole itself was ideally made of Haw¬ 
thorn. A certain variety of the trde flowers id mid-winter and this "of course 
became endowed with religious overtones, particularly so- in the case of the 
famousb' tfee at Glastonbuiy. It was said that if such, a tree was 1 ever cut 
down blobd would flow from it and the wood would cry‘ out. There are, it' would 
seem, records of this actually happening. Even if removal of the ordinary kind 
, was necessitated it was considered wise to.offer up prayer fisit. 

So,.the Hawthorn blossomed and the-people were glad. Particularly so the 
. servant who brought in a flowering branch into the house to be rewarded with 
fresh cream for breakfast. Particularly so the young Lincolnshire lasses who 
partially’broke the first bunch of blossoms they asw and then left them,still 
hanging on the tree, to sleep and dream of their husband to be (It wasn't 
meant, to rhyme 1)« All would then be well for them provided they remembered to 
gather that May the next morning. A similar idea about the predictive powers 
of HAvthom comes down to us in -the beleif that if a spray of the blossom 
was left on a signpost on May-eve; in the morning, which ever way it was 
pointing would indicate the area of locality from which the hopeful girls 
future husband would come. If by some mis-chance. the spray was blown down 
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onto the ground the unfortu¬ 
nate girl would forever he- 
main single. 

In Norfolk they chanted 
a rhyme, a piece of weather 
lore, the truth of which I 
shall one day put to the test: 
"Many haws, many sloes, 

Many cold toes*" 

Indeed, it seems that the Haw- 
thorn had many inyaluable 
properties; it was s&id that 
it would protect one from 
lightning. If a piece was• 
hung on a co-shed on May day 'the' cows would increase their milk yield, A bunch 
gathered on Ascension day or Palm Sunday and then laid or tucked-away either 
in the roof or loft of the 'house would protect the household against supernat¬ 
ural entities. However, I have also heard tell that it was most unlucky to 
■sleep with Hawthorn in the house: 

"Beware of an Oak 
It draws the stroke, 

Avoid the Ash. 
it courts the flash, 

- Creep under the thorn 
it will save you from harm." 

So runs an old rhyme; yet to sit under a Hawthorn tree in May was a most un¬ 
wise form of relaxation to take, as you would be wide-open to an attack from 
malignant fairies (not very nice). Perhaps good fairies cast spells over the 
Hawthorn as well, because the dew gathered from this most singular of trees 
was said to enhance the beauty of any young maiden. 

In the ceremony known as the l Beating of the Bounds*, as the gathering 
reached each particular markstone on the parish boundary, a sprig of Hawthorn 
was placed on the stone; the reason for this? I can only guess. Presumably the 
the supernatural powers of the tree, it was thought, would protect the parish 
from any ill-luck or pestilence in the ensuing year. . • 

When the calender was altered in 1752 it would seem to have unfortunately 
spoiled the beginning of the end for Hawthorn beliefs; so many.of which were 
based on the blossoms and'their appearance on May-day. For .after this memor¬ 
able date the Hawthorn flowers around'May I2th and that's not much use for 
any aspiring young maidenI 
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AND HIS CANNON: The motif of Cromwell placing his guns 
or mound to bombard a nearby religious house is a com- 


in folklore, and in ' Blv.thburgh * (1935) by M. Janet Becker 
recorded another instance: "Men took bales of wool and 
em up against the north side of (blythburgh) church to 
from Cromwell's cannon on Bulcamp Hill", 


TUNNEL : ^Emma Thornhill, in her * Historical Rambles in East Anglia. ' 
(I 934 ), p.59, speaks of the lost manor of Vfyndale, in the parish 
of Gillingham just north of BecclSS: "The church of Wyndale stood 
in the angle of two roads, one leading to Aldeby and the other to 
Yarmouth; the pit there is still known as Church Hole and there 
are numerous footpaths leading to the spot* The sold unromanjjio- 
looking farmhouse opposite is called Wyndale, and is supposed to 
have a secret passage to the river which can be traced by the 

(continued on p.9) 
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part one 


EDITORS NOTE ; In the Autumn of 1971 an 
incredible series of events i>ccured in a 
small north-Norfoik village. The events 
centred round a family living in a house 
in the village, and much of the para¬ 
normal activity that took place in the 
house was noted down in a diary kept by the lady of the house. A copy of this 
diary (or notes,, as the writer preferred to call it) has been in the hands of 
the BSIG for a number of years, and in keeping with the wishes of the family 
involved the BSIG held-held publication of the same. However, after a period 
of almost 10 years and with the family having moved out of the house involved 
your editor felt that it was now possible to publish the contents of this di¬ 
ary without' anyway affecting the family involved but, in keeping with the 
request for anonimity by the family involved, the location of the house will 
not be divulged and the names of those involved have been changed, apart from 
these changes what follows is an exact transcript. 

In- the letter which accompanied the 'diary 1 , the lady of the house ex¬ 
plained: 

"...where noises are referred to it means that a sound of activity 
as if a box was being made or an empty one moved*..You may be in¬ 
terested to know that the medium who exorcised' the house told us 
that an elderly couple who had caused the tragic death of a child 
were responsible for our hauntings....He (the medium, Ed) has al¬ 
so been succesful with the clearing of the house, although a whole 
week went by before it finally cleared..." 

Reagrding the ’diary 1 itself, the witness went on to say: 

"...I only kept notes from the first really bad night and only re¬ 
corded enough to eanable me to be exact as to times and dates of 
different occurences, which I should have used a dozen books if 
(they, had) been recorded fully.. " 

THE WITNESSES: , ... 

the following is a list of the principal witnesses (names changed) with 
their ages and relationships one to another. 


Mrs. Eileen Ai 

aged 46. 

- Writer of the 'diary 1 

Mr*. -.Gc-rald A. 

aged 46 

—■Husband of above. 

David A, 

aged 14 

- son 

Dorothy A 

aged 23 

- daughter 

Julie A - 

aged 22 

•• . • • 

Craig A 

aged 12 

- son 

Anne A ' 

aged 4 

- daughter _ referred 1 

Roy MI * 

aged 21 

- fiance of Julie A 

James C 

aged 44 

- friend of family 

Mrs. B 

•>•> 

• a 

4 a neighbour 

Steven P 

aged 14 

*•* • • 

Mr. C 

?■? 

- friend of family. 

Brian H 

aged 10 

■h - - s - 

— 0 0 . 

Dave B 

aged 25 

" # • • • * 

Mr.& Mrs Miller ?? 

*■» « • 0 0 


"baby". 


THE -'DIARY* 

NOTE: Names in brackets after date represent, witnesses present. 

SATURDAY. SEPT E MBER I8t h: (Julie, Roy and myself) ' 

Conversing at first in Low tomes. At ten (minutes) to eleven a knock on store¬ 
room door, footsteps immediately after in spare room. During the night we 
heard music like a guitar; a boy screaming in terror as if shut in or smother¬ 
ed by bedcovers; -conversing between a man and a woman; a movement which soun¬ 
ded like a cot (side?) being lowered or highered; a crooning as if a mother 
was doing it to sooth a child. All this- was continuous .and repeated several 
times. 
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At five and twenty (minutes) to eight we heard bare footsteps coming doVm 
stairs and stop at kitchen door. c . 

House was freezing cold but we had two fires* On the Sunday morning found cot 
side had been highered in spare room. Roy during the daylight went to satisfy 
himself it wasn’t bay crying- It wasn’t. 

SUNDAY. SEPTEMBER I9th : 

During the daytime we heard (a) baby cry once and footsteps several time's and 
conversings continued. Roy -and Julie went to consult the vicar dor advice aft¬ 
er the side of cot had been lowered, although unheard by us* 

During night footsteps and conversing (heard) again several times? bed dist¬ 
urbed as if (it had been) laid on but room not used* Cold upstairs* 


MONDAY. SEPTEMBER 20th : 

Slept well both Gerald and I but presumed we were over-tired* Bed in spare- 
room disturbed as if slept on. Room not used. Cold upstairs* 

TUESDAY. SEPTEMBER 21st ; 

Gerald never slept well as he was kept awake by footsteps -and mandolin muhic. 
Cold upstairs. I 

WEDNESDAY. SEPTEMBER 22nd :(Gerald and I). 

Lay awake, Gerais and I, hearing footsteps in spare-room and music* Don’t know 
what time we fell asleep, began to have uneasy feeling about 'the house* When 
(I) woke up at 3*5am felt as if someone was there* 

THURSDAY. SEPTEMBER 23rd : 

Disturbed night* Footsteps and music started about 10 o*clock at night, went 
to bed to try to get some sleep before anything started* Uneasy feeling about 
house and cold as if a refrigerators being opened* David and Gerald at differ¬ 
ent times told the same story of furniture being moved*. 

FRIDAY. SEPTEMBER 24th : 

Woke up and all remarked how cold the house was* Felt uneasy about house. Gas 
men arrived and continued to work and do so ’til about 12*30. During cooking 
dinner (I) was aware of banging and hammering from spare room. Started to dish 
dinner up and noise got worse* Went outside to find if it'was there; returned 
to house and it started immediately again; vent to street door and Waited for 
it to stop. Went inside and collected coat for baby and banging and furhiture 
being moved started* Went outside again and questioned my sanity but went back 
again and it started with more force. Left house and went to Mrs*L and asked 
for her advice. She went to ask the lady I know as M.P* if she could offer ad¬ 
vice. She then took dog in but house felt different on entry. Satisfied that 
nothing was there but felt uneasy and shaken. Decidqd to go for a walk. Met 
Mrs.B who offered to come home with me while we had dinner. Been in house about 
15 minutes when hammering started in spare room, which was also heard by Mrs. 

B who called and asked,who they were and (that), whoever they were looking for 
had moved for good. . - a •/ . , r 

Evening : We all decided to take the advice of ’So as we had banged the devil 
out we would hammer it in'. Went upstairs and worked while ^-conversing and foot¬ 
steps sounded in spare room, but nothing was seen. During the evening, while 
in kitchen talking to Gerald, Craig and Baby were there, I became aware of a 
clicking noise that sounded above (the) kitchen doer and I had the impression 
of a great bird in flight or fright which appeared to hit the chimney breast; 
although I ducked, I knew directly I looked for the bird that it hadn’t, been 
real. Various other n_ises during night as if furniture was being moved,heard 
by Gerald and David, including myself. House freezing again. 


SATURDAY. SEPTEMBER 25th : 

All awoke bo the house being cold and uncomfortable as if someone was watching 
all the time. House freezing cold although big’fires were going all day. We all 
heard several lots of foo'tsteps and felt gushes of cold air* During the after¬ 
noon while polishing the floor (I) noticed (that) the bed leg was raised about 
one inch. Meaning to ask Gerald to rectify it when it drooped down; petrified, 

I called and asked Craig who was on (the) landing, what ho-had heard and: he 
said I had moved th6 bed with a bang. Footsteps and banging continued thpeugh- 
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put;-"the day' and night. Became airfare, Gerald and. I, as if the light was being 
’pinged 1 by flicking fingers; several times. Lampshade wag not big enough for 
hand to go in. . : : 


Sunday. September 26 th : . ■ 

We all woke up and remarked how. different the house felt. "Pleasant and a sense 
of tranquility. About 6 o'clock (the) house changed its atmosphere - cold and 
clammy and as if- there were unseen watchers. Julie and* Roy and.,his mother and 
farther arrived. Discussed.wedding plans for about three-quarters of an hour. 
When Julie went to front room she screamed and ran, and after a while said 
she had thought she had seen a dark shadow move towards her from the corner 
of the room. We presumed it was (the) camp bed, but we- found camp bed was .not 
responsible as it was nowhere near the position. At about9 o'clock house 
very cold which came into (the) dining-room where nine of us were. Julie com¬ 
plained of a freezing coldness near her legs. She moved nearer to the fire 
and again felt the freezing (cold). (Julie) moved again and passed in front 
of me, I then felt the coldness immediately in the front of me. Asked visitor 
to place hand there to feel the coldness, which he did, and immediately it 
cut it (the cold) off'. When he removed it - coldness again. 

Gerald* Roy and Mrs.M* (were) on the landing during'the evening when landing 
became freezing and although temperature read 79 decrees, it felt as if there 
was snow outside the door. About this time the footsteps and music started. 

,1 During the night Gerald never slept as he felt uneasy, but I was evoke at .10 
■ minutes past 3 by furniture being moved. Unaware (that) Gerald was arwake, I 
spoke aloud, and he*replied that something had tried to move the wardrobe. 

We lay awake until about 5 o'clock feeling as if something was in the room 
with us. ’ 3 ■ 

, Roy put bibles around the house, . . 

(TO, BE CONTINUED)' • / ' ' “ 

V *??????? ????????????? ? 
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o From the YARMOUTH MERCURY, ' 'January II, 1896: 0 

o A SCARE - The absorbing,topic of the week in Gorloston has-been the wide- o 

o sp'read assertion that Spring-heel Jack has once more made-his-appearance o 
o. in the parish to alarm all nervous individuals with-whom he might come in o 
o contact . It,is averred that this loathsome and undescribable marauder was o 
o. seen by several people on the Quay on Sunday night, and it is positively o 
o declared that one woman was frightened - out of four years growth at least.o 
o Whatever may be our opinion'upon the subject, the question is everywhere o 
o. being asked "Have you seen him?" and individuals possessed of a timorous o 
o temperament who have tad’to pass by the quayside after dark, are known to o 
o have carried substantial means of defence in case of attack.- Should the o 

o mortal or immortal being who is causing such fears to*spread abroad, see o 

o these few lines may we ask him to favour us with an interview for ,the ben- o 
o efit of our readers '++’+♦ • o 

o o o o o o o o o o o o o' o oooooooooooooooooooooooooo 


continued from p.I : to show that death was due to shock caused by the external 
, - application of some visitant, and the,Jury, in returning 

a verdict in.accordance with the medical evidence, said that, there was not suf¬ 
ficient evidence to show the nature of the visitant. George Corbyn said he was 
of the opinion that his late wife (sic) had the powers of a witch, and he xeh 
always tried to do what she wanted in consequence." 


FROM: THE * SUNDAY EXPRESS«, February 2nd, 1980: "A 40-year-old mother of 12 
children* Mrs. Rosie Wilsher, is to be tried after allegedly putting a gipsy 
death curse oh another woman*.' -■ . ^ i' I,-;. 

, ; j. ots * Wil sher was accused at Ely) Cambridgeshire.^. of.; demanding with, menace 6 
oh ice bucket by issuing a gipsy.curse that there' would be dj death. in the other 
woman's family. She/Was remanded 1 on £500 bail." • 'xuh.v. L:- 


+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 
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j >fay Day., .that remnant of the old Celtic 
/festival of fertility and rejoicing, is 
; ' celebrated with gas to in some part of - 
■'..Britain/ whilst ip others it is.,^11*’' but a." 

forgotten. ..• ..; 7; • ■ 

; : Unfortunately. , Loves toft falls into - 

’ this latter category, - al though this has L 
I nbit always.? been the case, for before the 
last owrld'War May Day was celebrated - at 
least by the children - with great enthu¬ 
siasm, It was in fact, a day that looked 
' foreward to with great anticipation fare 
many wseks* * 'a ' ,- 

If May 1st fell on a day when the local 
schools; were closed then the; celebrations 
would commence immediately ..'after breakfast 
when all' the children in .each. ..particular 


l-ocale would congregate in their gardens; 

- -pr more,,correctly fback yards 1 . The. girls would dress-up in their -mothers 1 
cast-off frocks and wbuld-'adom themselves.'with old lace- curtain§ : 9 yer their 
heads and shoulders held in place with ribbons or beads-, n'.. 

The ‘dressing-up* took place with much noise, and jollification and even- 
’■ tually, when everybody was- ready, they sot off in loosely-knit groups to per¬ 
ambulate the immediate neighbourhood banging together old - saucepans, po,ts and 
■ pans .and. singing the following '..refraini.'l ,..... .' .7 . 


"Climbing up the wall, 

Knocking down the spiders; ■•-- -■ ■• 

....... Cabbages and turnips too. ’ : l a - . 

• . Put then' in your aluminium saucepan, 

then we 'll have a .right owd 

The words of this little song varied slightly from place to place; some would 
sing "alleluia. saucepan" instead of "aluminium", and in some cases either 
word would be omitted entirely.,.. . 

The 'ceremony 1 also varied in different parts of the town. In some,.places 


mm 


the boys would blacken their faces with boot polish and carry a col¬ 
lecting can for personal gain; whilst elsewhere, particularly in 
■the south part of the town, theywe re no' more than, ,'noisey han- 
gers on to the main party of frock and curtain be-decked girls. . f* 
The 'parades ' went on all day (on d non-schqolday) and the ■) 
children would slowly make their-way to the. nearest May- 
pole (at. that time their were often two or three set : far -- v, 

up in the neighbourhood) where they would dpnee a-! ; * ^ 

round it before moving onto the next one, which?. . 7 •vTo'-.l*; 

. spmetimes, meant a tramp bf some miles. 1 - y. 

These celebrations appear to have been cbr>n . ' -- pk 

fined to the so-called 'working-class' children of 
the town and, although the adults did not take 

part in them at all, they...did allow; perhaps even- . - V / 

•encouraged, the children and-even the strictest 

mums bent the rules a bit on May Day, /vr 

Oh days vhen the children had'to go to - 
school the parades and dressing-up r 
would take place as poon as! 'school ^ Jw 

Alas, like everything . if 7'-,. yXy 

else in Lowestoft that was y\\ 

spontaneous, these May day __ 

rituals, have completely- died _ ^ 

out, the last instance of “ . 
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ONE VERSION OF 
THE MAY DAY 
SONG AS RECALLED 
BY MBS M, STEWARD 
OF LOWESTOFT 
FROM THE EARLY 
1920s 



them taking place that I can find was in 1947. 

In the early 18908s there was a revival of an organised 'May Queen* fes¬ 
tival in at least one Lowestoft school. 

The Cunningham Girls* School* elected a May Queen each year at a special 
school assembly. The place was "...tastefully decorated with flowers*.." and 
a "floral throne" was erected. The May Queen was then elected, being the girl 
who. the others considered to be "...the most lovable, gentle and helpful to 
others...". The duly elected queen was crowned with a garland of daffodils 
and presented with a locket. Then followed may-pole dancing and "other festi¬ 
vities". Judging from newspaper reports of these ceremonies, they appear to 
have been of a very contrived nature, presided over by a gaggle of local 
clergymen and benevolent, well-to-do townsmen and women. Unlike the street 
processions and May Day 'weddings*, these May Queen ceremonies seemed to lack 
any spontenaity or any real ’grass-roots* origins. 

If ary readers can help me more information concerning Lowestoft May Day 
celebrations or customs I would be very pleased to hear from them. 

REFERENCES: , 

Lowestoft-Journal of $th May, 1892; 12th May 1894? 7th, I4th & 21st June 1974. 
also-reminiscences of Lowestoft inhabitants communicated to. the writer. 

_ obooooooooooooooooOOOOQOOOOOOOOOOOOOoooooopooooooooooo 
; ■ . .. OOOOOOOOOO 
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The following back numbers of LANTERN are still available: 

No^2£: articles include; ’Early East Anglian Antiquarians*; 'Fairylore 
in Norfolk & Suffolk'; *A Suffolk Woodwose*. 

No.26 : including 'Early East Anglian Antiquarians (Part 2)'; *01d Blun- 
derhazard (an *in depth* study of-a local legend)*; 

No.27 : including 'The Geomancy of Roman Norwich’; 'Old Blunderhazard 
(part 2); 'Suffolk Witchcraft*.. ■ 

No.28 : including 'Local Ley lines'; 'The Secret of Kate's Parlour'; 

'Falling Frogs', 

Single copies 30p; 2 copies 60p; 3 copies 70p; 4 copies 90p; all includ¬ 
ing postage and packing. From 3 Dunwich Way, Oulton Broad, Lowestoft, Su¬ 
ffolk, NR32 4RZ. 
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EXCHNAGE MAGAZINES 

THE HEATHEN: journal of the wilderness religion. Pagan Movement’information 
20p (with journal 45p) from: Selene, Can y Lloer, Ffarmors, Llanwdra, Dyfed. 

SANGREAL: journal of the crafts and mysteries of Britain. Published quarter¬ 
ly. Single copies 65p, annual subscription £2.50. (NOTE: As from August 1st 
subs to SANGREAL will be increased, so take advantage of the present rates 
and subscribe to this excellent mag now.) Available from BM Sangreal, London, 
WCIV 6XX, England. 


THE LEY HUNTER: Published quarterly - THE magazine of earth nysteries end re¬ 
lated subjects. Single copies 75p - annual sub £3.00. (Contd. on page 10) 
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oooooooo o' O' o o o o . C 0 M M E ,N T o ooooooooo&o o o o o o 

THE BURY ST.EDMUNDS TERRESTRIAL ZODIAC •) IN EXPL&MIION ° 

Some of you ‘geomants 1 out there (and others) may know of J 1~U, Bruce ^_ 

and Bruce Lacey, a couple now residing in Norfolk who seem to spend most o 
of their time travelling to the ancient, sacred spots of Britain, and o 
there carrying out personal ‘rituals 1 that accord with their own feelings o 

and emotions of the site, which they later display to the public in ex- o 

hibitions for the artistically-orientated.' Some time ago they journeyed o 
around the famous ‘Glastonbury Terrestrial Zodiac*, and now they are go- o 
to do the same for ray„own ‘Bury St.Edmunds Zodiac*, for which they intend o 
to produce a booklet afterwards. Now, it seems that my *zdal‘ in trying o 
to cash-in on the TZ boom has rather backfired on me, with Shirley Toul- o 
son expounding on it at length in her recent bo'ok, and now Jill and Bruceso 

projected journey, not to mention a number of requests for mb to give o 

talks on the subject. o 

I have stated previously, in ny booklet, on the Bury TZ and in other o 
places, that I regafd ALL TZs (including my. own) to be subjective* imagin-o 
o ary patterns - in other words.. THEY DO NOT EXIST . % booklet was simply, o 

o an attempt to see what could bp -manufactured out of a particular piece of o 

•o local landscape,- written in similar manner and phraseology to others that o 
o I have read* It has mis-fired. >$/ Bury pattern seeps,to have entered the o 
o mainstream TX nythos, and is now cited in all sorts of publications as o 
o yet another 1 example hf "the'incredible landscape engineering practiced by o 
o the ancient people". It is nothing of the sort. Given the time and the o 

o resources I could successfully demolish this and all other TZs* As Robert o 

b , Forrest soys*- 'jl-don't see anything in it that isn't done elsewhere with o 
o Rorschach ink-blots - though ink-blots are simpler than the assorted o 

o multi-coloured mish-mash of an OS map".* o 

o Good luck to Jill and Bruce on their journey, an^ by all means buy 0 

o their resultant booklet - but don't, please, take the Bury Zodiac as gos- o 
o pel;. It isn't. * o 

o ■>. . . . , Michael W. Burgess o ; 

o o o o o o o.oo o o.o o-o ooooooooo o''o*o,o o o o o o o o o o o o oo 

' NOTES AND QUERIES (coat, from p.3) ' ' * . & 

f hollow sounds when a horse is ridden over it. I ‘think.this is 

much more likely to be true of the old house overlooking the 
river a few hundred yards away. Perhaps there were landings there 
1 * ' - of those of the old religion (Catholicism), or it may.have been 

• a haunt of smugglers". "... 1 


No.60 s FORTEANA : "The corn throughout .the kingdom having-been blighted, 
in 1555 the inhabitants of the parts near AldbOrough (suffolk), 

. about An turn,- were supplied by a crop of peas,'.which in a very 
extraordinary manner sprung up among the bare rocks without any 
earth among them". From the ' Gentleman's Magazine *. 1823, pert 2 
- P.593. .4: - ; 

No.61 TUNNEIS : In his book ' The,.,Inns & Taverns of Old Norwich * John Rid-, 
dington Young mentions a number of 'secret' tunnels. The cellars 
' of 'The Raven* are - reputed to link-up with "some dark subteranean 
• ‘ . labyrinth" leading to St.Giles Gatef while St.Benedicts Gate was 
,. | ; once, according, to legend, connected to the cellars of 'The Shrub 

house' , by' a tunnel,. She Crypt of "St.Clements church is said to be ' 
, . linked to the cellar of Jthe..nearby. 'Mischief Tavern' by a secret 

~ .' passage, whilst the 'White Lion* is linked to WhitefriorS Bridge 

by another tunnel. Two tunnels are said to run. from the Anglia 
7 Restaurant - one leads to the Cathedral and the other :to St;‘A&-' 
qrews Hall. The Hall is also reputedly connected by a tunnel tb 
the ‘Red Lion which stands opposite. 







EXCHANGE MAGAZINES 

Edited by Paul Devereux, PO Box 152, London NIO IEF, • • 

ZETETIC SCHOLAR: Published twice yearly. Mn independent Scientific review of 
claims of anomalies and the paranormal, 215.00 per year, details from the Ed¬ 
itor, Marcello Truzzi, Dept of Sociology, Eastern Michigan University, Ypsilanti, 
Michigan 48197, USA. 

UFO RESEARCH REVIEW: Quarterly, the official organ of the Nottingham U.F.O. 
Investigation Society. Annual sub £1.00 from the editor, RObert Morrell, 443 
Meadow Lane, Nottingham, NG2 3GB. 

MAGONIA: (Formerly MUFOB) quarterly, open-minded approach to UFO research and 
investigation. © issue sub is £1,75 from the Editor, John Rimmer (to whom 
cheques and gOs should be made payable) at 64 Alric Avenue, New Malden, Sur¬ 
rey, KT3 4JW. 

THE CAULDRON: A quarterly publication being the pagan journal of the old rel¬ 
igion. Single issue 25p - 4 issue sub £1.00 (blank POs and cheques please) to 
The Cauldron, BCM Box 1633, London WCIV 6 XX. 

AWARENESS: The quarterly journal of Contact(UK). Packed full of UFO news and 
reports, investigations and sightings. Full details from Mr,J.B.Belair, 19 
Cumnor Road, Boar's Hill, Oxford, 

JOURNAL OF GEOMANCI: The quarterly journal of the Institute of Geomantic Re¬ 
search. Single issue 60 p each - or full membership to the Institute £3.00 
per annum which entitles the member to 4 issues of JOG plus all IGR occasion¬ 
al papers produced during the currency of the subscription. Full details from 
Nigel Pennick, 142 Pheasant Rise, Bar Hill, Cambs. CB3 BSD. 

SKYWATCH: An informal publication devoted to UFOs and related subjects. Pufeb. 
lished bi-monthly by the Manchester Aerial Phenomena Investigation Team, Ed¬ 
ited by D.Rees. Full details from 92 Hillcrest Road, Offerton, Stockport, 
Cheshire. SK2 5SE. 

EARTHLINK: Quarterly publication on UFO and related phenomena. UK subscription 
(4 issues) is £2.50 from D.J.Goring, Jr., 16 Raydons Road, Dagenham, Essex. 

FORTEAN TIMES: a quarterly Journal of news, notes reviews and references on 
current and historical strange phenomena, related subjects and philosiphies. 
Edited by R.J.M.Rickard. Annual sub (UK) is £3.00 from Dept.S., C/o DTWAGE, 

9-12 St. Annes Court, London WI, 

Since the last issue of LANTERN we have heard that ALBION has ceased publication. 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + ++ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

THE VALLEY OF THE WHITE LEAVED OAK by James McKay. First published in 1875 
this booklet has been re-published in a limited edition by Torsdag Publi¬ 
cations, Dealing with the folklore and legends of the hamlet of Whiteleaved 
Dak in' the’ 2-felvem Hills which is, according to John Michell, in the cen¬ 
tre of a geomantic decagon. An invaluable reference source for geomantic 
researchers - the price is 50 p inc. p & p and all profits from this publi¬ 
cation will help finance the 'Dragon Project 1 organised by Paul Devereux 
of the Ley Hunter magazine. Available from Torsdag Publications, 2 Cliff¬ 
ord House, Portland Street, Hereford, 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + -*. 

TThfc following come from the 'N 0 rwich Gazatte' April 28 th, 1722: 

WILLIAM HUNT, of Woodrising,Taylor 
and Rat Catcher, in April Last Pas¬ 
sed, at the house of Mr. Robert Ad- 
ley in Woodton, catch'd in one for¬ 
tnight no less than 1418 rats. The 
truth of which will be attested by 
the neighbourhood..... 


ROBERT ROBINSON, in Saint Peter's 
Parish, in Norwich (near BEDLAM), 
has great Choice of good SECOND 
HAND COFFINS to Sell for Ready 
Money. 

I l l 1 ' I I ! 5 ' l 1 I i i 
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c A M B R. ID GESHIBE 
U. F. 0, NOTES 

fey 

Nigel Pennick 


On November 29th,, 1979, patrons of 

the ’Old English Gentleman’ pub at Harston in Cambriflgeshire were summoned out¬ 
side to witness a remarkable sight. Above the public house was a cigar-shaped 
object with lights along the side "like a railway carriage" and about the same 
size. Police were summoned, but after twelve minutes or so, the object disa¬ 
ppeared, The village was inundated with various lights in the sky that night 
.but no orthodox explanation could be had for them. The number, of witnesses 
was reported in the local press as fifty* The landlord of the Old English Gen¬ 
tleman, Michael Bradford, was in the news again on,January 22nd when » second 
wave of sightings took place at Harston, 

Various people contacted' the Cambridge Evening News about the sightings 
on January 22nd 1980, and later it was claimed that the USAF from Mildenhall, 
Suffolk, were flying aircraft in the vicinity-that-night. The.landlord of the 
pub is reported aS having said that he had seen lights behaving in such a way 
he would not describe them as belonging to conventional aircraft* Perhaps 
they were UFOs, or perhaps the A - 10s reported in the last issue of LANTERN* 

In the Cambridge Evening News for January 25th, 1980 there was an art¬ 
icle, complete with photograph, about how a 'bus crew saw a giant, glowing 
UFO shaped like a semi-circle, hovering low over Mir shall" f s Airport in Cam¬ 
bridge at II,45pm, Wednesday 23rd January* The witnesses,'Elaine Granger and 
her driver Ron Andrews, were travelling back from the ’bus depot in a car 
when, "*..just as we turned into the road to Teversham I saw a big orange 
shape, like a half-moon, over the airfield. Ron Andrews stopped the car, and 
they got out and watched,the UFO hover over the airfield for about three" min¬ 
utes, "...It was then glowing red and started to move slowly, this time over 
towards Cherry Hinton. We got in the car and went to Coldham’s Lane to see if 
we could see it better..." They stopped near the railway bridge in Coldham’s 
Lane, but could not see it, "...Then it appeared right in front of us.It was 
so low that you could only see half of it above the rooftops of the house it 
was passing behind.'It could not have been an aircraft. It was bigger than 
a house. There was a very low whirring noise and no traffic about at that 
time. - 

Marshall’s Airport had closed down at 6pm and a spokesman said no re¬ 
ports had been received of anything over the airport. In the Cambridge Even¬ 
ing News for January 28th, a Histon couple were reported to have verified the 
sighting, James and Lynda Howarth of Station Road, Histon, were reported as 
having watched the object in the sky for ten minutes. Mrs Howarth said they 
watched "...a very long, glowing half-moon shaped object..." for at least 
ten minutes as they drove along the A45 road from Newmarket towards the His¬ 
ton turn-off, "...it seemed to be circling and then after quite a time it 
flew away* We thought wehad lost it, but a few moments later it came back - 
much closer than before. It was very large, much bigger than any aeroplane I 
have ever seen. We saw it very clearly..." 


’ Samantha Benstead and her friend Linda Pilsworth, both 12 years old, 
were reported to have seen two UFOs on Sunday, 27th January I960 at about 
5.45pm* The UFOs, one after the other and similar to those sighted at Tever- 
sham, appeared over Hale Street, Cambridge. The first "...ms like a .half¬ 
moon, glowing orange, and every now and then it flashed green, 
minutes later we saw another one rising from behind the houses in the dir¬ 
ection of the airport..." said Samantha. 

Spurred by various sightings, the Cambridge Evening News carried out a 


small survey in the What YOU Think series. Fourteen peiople^ complete with 


II 






their photographs, were quoted. Most of theih thought it was "all rubbish" or 
aircraft, A Liberal'councillor, Lavena Haves said, "1 don’t beleive in thtem^ 
but I think it would be fun to be whisked off in a flying saucer," Unfortunate 
ly, this sneering and frivolous approach, whilst only to be expected, is scar¬ 
cely conducive to dispassionate research, 

+ ♦ + 4 + 4 + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + +++ 

+ FROM the Eastern Daily Press. December 1st, 1979 + 

+ A visit to a relative in Old Buckenham (Norfolk) turned into a frighten- 
ing experience for a Vfymongham couple last night after they saw ft bright 
object in the sky and heard a strange noise, < 

• Mri Jfcurice Seaman and his wife Glennis of I, f Park Close, were on their 
+ way to Old Buckenham at about 5.fiOpm when'they saw a strange, object quite 
low in the sky, Mr, Seaman, convinced it was not an-aircraft,, said it was 
big ahd round, like a ball of fire but with a pale light. But that wasn't 
the end of their experiences, 

On the way home they had reached Burwell when the object came near to 
them again. They heard a.loud whipping noise, so loud that at first they 
thought there was something wrong with the car. 

... It lasted for several minutes. 

Last night, Mr, Peter. Johnson, local reporter f®r the British UFO Re¬ 
search Association, who lives in Sheringham, said there.had been all sorts 
of sightings in the area over the last few days, especially in Lowestoft. 

+ ♦ + + +:+ + + + ++ + + + + ♦ + + + + + ++••+' 4 + + + + + .+ +■ +’ $Q+ .+ + + + + 
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ADVERTISMENT: Flying Saucers, meetings, skywatches, newsletter, photos. For 
details send a SAE to the British UFO Society, 47 Belsize Square^ London NW3. 

•WARMINSTEfl UFO and ley centre. Weekend and holiday accomodation available to 
UFO researchers, sky watchers, ley hunters and any other folk interested in 
new age subjects or ancient mysteries* SAE for details to UFO Services, 47 
Belsize Square, London NW3. . . ' ,. 


+ + + + + + + 

MYSTERY DEATH OF A RARE 
BIRD. 

A rare bird of prey which died yes¬ 
terday after falling on to a Suffolk 
farm in mysterious circumstances the 
previous day is to be stuffed and 
• will become, an,, exhibit at Ipswich 
Museum, 

The bird, a rough-legged Buzz¬ 
ard, is usually seen in moorland ar¬ 
eas , such as Cumberland and north- 
'•umberloJid. Even there it is not a 
Common sight and it is hardly, ever 
seen in Suffolk,,'., ,The bird which 
fell on Tar,s ton Farm, Darmsden near 
Needham Market, has a wing span of 
54 inches. The bird is brown and 
white,.and,is speckled in places, 

■' 'Two farm .workers saw the bird- ho- 
vearlng i: at a' height of 1500 feet,One , 
of them, Mr,Russell Banyard, said} 
"It was being mocked by two seggulls 
and then it suddenly turned on its 
back and dived to the ground. The 
bird had no sign of injury and it 
is a complete mystery why it dived 
like that.* E.DP. March 9, 1974. 

+ + + + + + + + + 


+ + +. + + + + -+■ + 

+ Since .the publication, of the last is- 
+ sue of LANTERN, we' have had informa- 
+' tion from the U.S, Airforce concern- 
+ ing flying times of their, aircraft 
+ over the Lowe s t of t/Gt * Yarmouth area 
+ - on November I3th, 1979, Capt. David 
4 Schmidt^ Information Officer of the 
+ 81st Tactical Fighter Wing, which 
+ flys AIOs from. Woodbridge, Suffolk, 

+ has confirmed that the 81st did have 
+ aircraft over flying the area in 
4 question on November I3th, He didn't 
+ say whether the aircraft involved 
+. were AIOs, but it is logical ; to sup- 
+ pose that, they were, seeing as most 
4 of the aircfait flown, from Woodbridge 
+ -are Republic AIOs. 

+ .’ 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

+ THE NEXT ISSUE OF LANTERN WILL BE + 

* AVAILABLE IN JULY - WITH A BIT OF + 

LUCK? - TELL YOUR FRIENDS ABOIT US + 
AND GET THE TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRI- + 

■' pTIQN. WE STILL NEED AND VALUE + 

* YOUR SUPPORT, IF YOU FEEL YOU HAVE * 

* A CONTRIBUTION-SEND IT TO US HI + 

+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + + ♦ + 
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